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PROGRAM NEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Four Schools Launch Inaugural Service in Schools Kids Care Clubs 
In January, Service in Schools awarded four elementary schools with a $500 grant to 
create a Service in Schools Kids Care Club. Congratulations to P.S. 173 in Queens (Fresh 
Meadows), P.S. 146 in Brooklyn (Brooklyn New School), P.S. 008 (Luis Belliard) in 
Manhattan, and P.S. 112 in Queens (The Dutch Kills School) who were selected from a 
competitive pool of applicants to launch a club at their school. This marks the inaugural 
year of Service in Schools Kids Care Clubs and we are excited to support elementary 
students as they engage in more school-led service and service-learning activities. To 
kickoff the clubs, Service in Schools and generationOn hosted an orientation session for 

club facilitators in late January. Additionally, Service in Schools and generationOn staff will 
provide regular on the ground, technical support for all four clubs. Stay tuned for updates 
on the accomplishments of the Service in Schools Kids Care Clubs throughout the 
remainder of the school year. 

  

High School Students Can Apply to the goLEAD Institute (Application Deadline March 13) 
Are your high school students interested in becoming leaders while also serving the 
community? If so, have them apply for the goLEAD Institute! The goLEAD Institute is a 
youth leadership training program for NYC public high school students (grades 9-12) 
that engages them in meaningful community service and service-learning. goLEADers 
participate in a series of leadership-skill building activities, preparing them to plan and 
implement the Youth Service Summit for elementary school students as their capstone 
community service project. Service in Schools and generationOn are partnering to host the goLEAD Institute during 
Spring Break, Monday, April 6-Friday, April 10. Click here for a flyer to share with your students. For more information 
and to apply, click here. The application deadline is March 13th. For questions, email 
ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov. 

 

Announcing New High School Diploma Seal of Recognition for Service 
Service in Schools is excited to announce the NYCDOE has partnered with NYC Service to offer a new, locally-
approved NYCDOE seal of recognition of youth service to support students’ college and career readiness in the 2014-
2015 school year. In order to receive the seal, students must successfully complete the requirements for a high 
school diploma or commencement credential and must meet a minimum of 100 hours of independent service, 
related service-learning, and/or a school-led service program over the course of their high school years. For further 
guidance on the new diploma seal, please refer to the Seal of Recognition for Service here. For questions, email 
ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov. 
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The Service in Schools Kids 

Care Club at P.S. 173 in 

Queens meets for the first 

time  

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2FF3828B-9012-4161-BA7A-F5A97539D106/177805/goLEADInstiuteFlyer.pdf
http://www.cvent.com/d/frqlcq
mailto:ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov
http://www.nycservice.org/
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/84C70167-3BCB-4284-8758-5DE3DE1565AF/177930/AcpolicyServiceServiceGuidance.pdf
mailto:ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov
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PROGRAM NEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS (CONTINUED) 
 

Don’t Forget to Follow Service in Schools on Twitter 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As announced in last month’s newsletter, Service in Schools launched a Twitter account to communicate with 
educators, service coordinators, students, and our partners more regularly. Follow @NYCDOEService to receive 
program updates, upcoming service opportunities, resources, and more. Encourage students who use Twitter and are 
interested in service opportunities to follow us. 

 
SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT 
 

Hellenic Classical Charter School Students Participate in “Project Hush Little Baby” 
Every Friday students in the Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation (SASF) after school 
program at the Hellenic Classical Charter School in Brooklyn create craft projects, get well 
cards, and other inspiring gifts for the infants and parents in the Neonatal Unit at the 
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital of NewYork-Presbyterian. Parents in the NICU 
(Neonatal Intensive Care Unit) are extremely grateful to find small gifts by their child’s 
crib/incubator during their times of tribulation. Through their service, students have 
learned about premature birth and complications resulting from prematurity. The students 
have also learned about the emotional, social, and psychological impact of premature birth 
on the parents and relatives of those who experience a NICU encounter. “It feels great 
knowing that with ‘Hush Little Baby,’ we can put a smile on someone’s face or brighten up 
their day,” said 7th grader Victoria Vittorioso. “These families need all of the support they 
can get and through this program we can give it to them.” This school service is extremely 

close to heart for students since the SASF After School Program Director, Danielle Madden-Buck, had premature 
twins who were born at 23 weeks. The surviving twin spent a whole year in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at 
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital in 2010.  

 
CURRENT AND UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Volunteer with the Food Bank for New York City (Ongoing - shifts available throughout each week) 
Students 13 years old and up can volunteer with the Food Bank for New York City’s Shop & Stock program in West 
Harlem. The program runs Tuesday through Friday at various times throughout the week, and can accommodate up 
to 12 volunteers. Participants help to maintain the pantry and help hungry New Yorkers collect groceries. There must 
be one adult present for every five volunteers under 16. Students 16 years old and up can volunteer in the Food 
Distribution Warehouse in the Bronx for the Food Bank’s Repack project. The program runs Monday through Friday 
with two shifts daily: 9:30am - 12:30pm and 1:00 - 3:30pm. Each shift can accommodate up to 50 volunteers, and 
requires a minimum of 20 volunteers. Volunteers sort through donated food and repackage items for delivery to 
charities around the city. There must be one adult per every five volunteers under 18. On occasion, the Food Bank 
offers special kid-friendly projects. To stay updated on project shift times and availability and to sign up as an 
individual or as a group, please check the Food Bank volunteer calendar.  
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https://twitter.com/nycdoeservice
http://www.sasfny.org/
http://foodbanknyc.org/
http://volunteer.foodbanknyc.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Calendar_Page
http://www.twitter.com/NYCDOEService
http://www.twitter.com/NYCDOEService
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The DOROT Summer Teen 

Internship provides the 

opportunity for young people 

to give the gift of 

companionship to seniors 

Teens participate in NYC Parks 

and Recreation’s Green Teen 

Program 

CURRENT AND UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED) 

 

DOROT Summer Teen Internship Program (Application Deadline May 15)  

DOROT is now opening its doors to high school students to apply for the Summer Teen 
Internship program. Teens will help to bridge the generation gap and alleviate social 
isolation for seniors through friendly visits, birthday deliveries, computer tutoring, and 
much more. In addition, teen interns will have the opportunity to take part in an 
Intergenerational Theater Program, Documentary Film Making, Cooking & Dining with a 
Senior, and Intergenerational Photography. All high school students entering 10th grade 
through graduating seniors are welcomed to apply. Summer interns are expected to 
continue volunteering with DOROT during their academic school year. The internship will 
run between June 22- July 16 and July 20-August 13; Monday-Thursday; 10:30am- 5:00pm. 
Travel stipends are available for interns. Early online application submissions are highly 
encouraged for admission to this competitive program. The deadline to apply is May 15th. 
For more information and to apply, click here. 

 

Queens Green Teens 
The Queens Green Teen Program is a New York City Parks & Recreation anti-litter initiative to engage young people in 
becoming stewards of their parklands and recreation centers. The program enrolls Recreation Center youth 

members, teen volunteers and Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) participants. 
Through the program, teens learn how they can make a “green” positive impact in their 
local neighborhood parks and recreation centers by removing litter, collecting 
recyclables, providing tree care, planting, attending sustainability workshops and most 
importantly encouraging the public not to litter. Volunteers must be between the ages 
of 13-17, and can earn community service hours if required for graduation. For more 
information and to apply, email Green.Teens@parks.nyc.gov or call Green Teen Borough 
Coordinator, Marie Vulcain, at 718-393-7370. 
 

 

 

Earth Matter NY Youth Internship Program 
Earth Matter NY is now offering a Youth Internship Program on Governor’s Island for those between the ages of 14-
18. Earth Matter NY aims to reduce organic waste in our garbage stream. Participants will gain leadership and 
environmental skills while being involved in composting, animal husbandry, carpentry, construction projects, farming, 
source separation, resource recovery, and public conservation workshops. A commitment of at least 10 days for a 
total of 40 hours is required to complete the internship. Online applications are now open and available here. 

 
RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Engage Youth in Fighting Childhood Hunger: Webinar Series 
YSA (Youth Service America) recently convened national organizations and youth leaders for a series of webinars to 
help share ideas and strategies to end childhood hunger. Strategies and topics discussed in the webinar series include 
raising awareness of the issue, growing and recovering food, and making food drives more meaningful and effective. 
Check out the webinar series here. 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

http://www.dorotusa.org/
http://www.dorotusa.org/site/PageServer?pagename=vol_summer_teen_internships#.VNUAYvnF98E
http://www.nycgovparks.org/
mailto:Green.Teens@parks.nyc.gov
https://earthmatter.org/
https://earthmatter.org/participate/youth-internship-ages-14-to-18/
http://www.ysa.org/
http://www.ysa.org/engaging_youth_fighting_childhood_hunger
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RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS (CONTINUED) 

 

Water Access Lesson Plans 
The National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC) has partnered with Playpumps 
International, a non-profit organization, to publish lesson plans designed to help 
educators develop service-learning projects that build academic skills and raise 
awareness of water issues in Africa. You can find “KnowH20: Learning about Water 

Access While Strengthening Citizenship Skills” for high school students here and “KnowH20: Learning about Water 
Access While Strengthening Literacy Skills” for elementary school students here. The high school curriculum has been 
approved by the National Council for English Language Arts and National Council for the Social Studies respectively. 
These lesson plans empower civic engagement as well as provide guidelines for interactive lessons, building academic 
skills and exploring international water issues. Students are also exposed to leadership skills for taking action, such as 
developing community surveys and raising awareness. The lessons can span from 4 to 8 weeks.  

 

Facilitating Reflection: A Manual for Leaders and Educators 
Reflection is a critical learning tool that holds the power of tying together all the different actions of learning, 
including service-learning. The University of Vermont (with contributions from the Georgetown University Office of 
Volunteer and Public Service) has published a manual for educators to fluidly integrate reflection with methods of 
learning and teaching. The manual addresses the concept of reflection, how to increase communication by facilitating 
rather than leading, planning, as well as questions and exercises for reflection. You can access the Facilitating 
Reflection manual here. 

 

CONTACT THE SERVICE IN SCHOOLS TEAM 
 

Does your school have a great service project to share? If so, the Service in Schools team wants to 

know! 
 
Invite the Service in Schools team to visit your service project 
We want to see your students and school community in action. Email the Service in Schools team at 
ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov with two weeks’ notice and we’ll schedule a visit to your school to learn about 
your project and see the impact you’re making on the community.   

Mission: Service in Schools strives to expand the number of NYC students engaged in transformative 
community service and service-learning experiences that enable them to use their voice, skills, and critical 
thinking to strengthen communities.  
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http://www.nylc.org/
http://www.nylc.org/sites/nylc.org/files/files/341playpumpshighschool.pdf
http://www.nylc.org/sites/nylc.org/files/files/339playpumpselementary.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/~dewey/reflection_manual/
mailto:ServiceinSchools@schools.nyc.gov

